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The completion of the Middle Segment  
of the Interstate 15 (I-15) Express Lanes 
in 2009 brought you traffic congestion 
relief and shorter travel times. The new 
section of reversible Express Lanes also 
provides you with another time-saving 
benefit – additional lanes that can be 
made available to move traffic around 
incidents.

In the past, there were few options to 
alleviate traffic gridlock caused by traffic 
incidents. Now the additional capacity 
and flexibility of the Express Lanes can 
be used to divert traffic around problem 
areas. When the “OPEN TO ALL” message 
on the Express Lanes electronic signs is 
displayed, it is OK for you to enter the 
Express Lanes as a solo driver without 
a FasTrak transponder (see example 
below). 

The new Express Lanes system helps 
California Highway Patrol (CHP) and 
emergency responders reach traffic 
incidents faster. Quicker response 
times get help to the people who need 
it and help traffic flow safely around 
the impacted area. 

In addition to the Express Lanes, 
there are other efforts keeping your 
freeways safe. The “Move Over” law, 
made permanent on January 1, 2010, 
requires motorists to move over or 
slow down when passing a Caltrans 
truck displaying flashing orange or 
yellow lights or an emergency or CHP 
vehicle displaying emergency lights. 
Also, traffic fines double in construction 
zones and new laws ban talking and 
texting on cell phones without a 
hands-free device. We appreciate your 
help keeping our construction crews, 
public safety officials, and emergency 
responders safe. 

We are working hard to improve your 
commute. If you have any questions, 
please call the Project Information 
Hotline at (866) 890-1397.

Interstate 15 Express Lanes to the Rescue
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How to Stay Informed: 
For construction updates and questions, log-on to www.KeepSanDiegoMoving.com 
or call the I-15 Project Information Hotline at (866) 890-1397.

By Gustavo Dallarda, Corridor Director

An Update from the Corridor Manager on Freeway Features and International Attention 

Cory Binns, Corridor Manager for the North and 
South Segments (above on the right), lives along 
the corridor and drives I-15 daily.

What has been constructed so far?

In the Middle Segment alone, Caltrans 
has added over 40 miles of new Express 
Lanes and general purpose lanes 
combined, opened three Direct Access 

Ramps, and rebuilt or widened nine 
bridges.   

Corridor-wide, what has been the most 
significant improvement to traffic?

After the Middle Segment opened, travel 
times between SR-78 and SR-163 during 
peak hours (7 to 10 a.m. and 4 to 7 p.m.) 
decreased 30 to 45 minutes on average. 
Now driving the I-15 corridor during 
these peak travel times averages just 
over 20 minutes, instead of the 50 to 65 
minutes it did in 1999.

What is the most pioneering feature of 
the I-15 project?

The project includes innovative design 
features such as a moveable barrier 

that will make additional Express Lanes 
available during peak hours. Advanced 
traffic control devices such as pop-up 
channelizers and in-pavement lighting 
are also pioneering tools to manage 
and respond to traffic demands. These 
unique new features have attracted 
transportation and political officials from 
Japan, Korea, Israel, France, Canada and 
Australia to tour I-15.

What is the most rewarding part of your 
job?

The most rewarding part of my job is 
when I get comments from friends and 
family on the progress they notice and 
their improved commute times.
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Much of the work you will see in the 
upcoming months will focus on finalizing 
widening the outside of the freeway. As 
soon as this widening is complete, crews 
can begin work on the Express Lanes in 
the middle of the freeway.  

In Escondido, crews are working to 
complete widening and paving work 
which will require several ramp closures 
in April, May and June. 

In the South Segment, crews are re- 
constructing one side of the Carroll 
Canyon Road and Poway Road/Rancho 

Penasquitos Boulevard bridges. Traffic is 
expected to shift to the outside by mid- 
2010. These areas should flow better 
once traffic is shifted to the outside of 
the freeway. 

Thank you for your patience as we 
complete this work. To save  yourself time 
and frustration, learn more about your 
travel options and plan your commute 
during temporary closures caused by this 
work, please visit: 

www.keepsandiegomoving.com

Caltrans engineers and contractor crews 
work at night, Sunday through Thursday, 
and often on weekends, to keep the 
project on schedule and to limit impacts 
to weekday commuters. Night work often 
involves more complex components of 
the project such as widening bridges, 
reconstructing ramps and installing large 
overhead signs. This work requires night 
closures of surface streets, on- and off-
ramps, or the freeway itself.

The picture to the right shows recent 
night work on the Washington Avenue 
freeway undercrossing in Escondido. 
In mid-February construction crews 
had eight hours to lower 65 tons of 
temporary bridge support beams from 
the Washington Avenue undercrossing. 

They then cleaned up the road so that it 
could reopen to traffic by 5 a.m. 

We work hard to reduce road closure 
impacts caused by night work. We plan 
detour routes and mark them with cones 
and signage for you to follow. The CHP 
often helps us to manage traffic at 
night through the detour. In addition, 
we prepare and circulate construction 
advisories to residences and businesses 
near major detour areas. For example, 
in April, May and June, we will distribute 
four construction advisories about ramp 
closures that are planned in Escondido. 

To sign up to receive these construction 
advisories  and to see a list of nightly 
road closures, please go to: 
www.keepsandiegomoving.com

Construction crews lower temporary bridge 
support beams onto Washington Avenue.

A crew member pours concrete to widen the 
outside of northbound I-15 in Escondido.

Widening Work Continues on the Interstate 15 Express Lanes Corridor

While You Get Your Zzzzzs, We Are Working Like Bees

How do Cool Temperatures and Rain Delay 
Construction?

Rainy conditions keep Caltrans and contractor 
crews busy with mandatory compliance measures 
to keep the construction site clean and prevent 
storm water pollution run-off.

Weather conditions such as cool temperatures and rain can  disrupt 
some construction work. For example, cool temperatures and rain 

can delay restriping work because paint will not adhere to cold or wet 
pavement. When the temperature drops below 50 degrees, certain types of paving 
work cannot occur. On rainy days, crews also maintain Storm Water Pollution Pre- 
vention measures to prevent stormwater run-off from the construction sites. To stay 
on schedule, our experienced construction crews have adjusted and reincorporated 
work that was delayed by rain into upcoming construction activities. So for the I-15 
Express Lanes, the good news is that the overall project is still on schedule despite 
the rainfall in January, February and March of this year.


